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57 ABSTRACT

Systems and devices adapted to reduce disturbances and
windage effects in a turbine during operation are disclosed. In
one embodiment, a cap includes: a body portion having a
shape complementary to an aperture in a turbine component,
the body portion including an external surface which substan-
tially covers the aperture; and a cap groove formed in a
circumferential surface of the body portion, the cap groove
configured to substantially align with a component groove
formed in the aperture.

18 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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TURBINE APERTURE CAP SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter disclosed herein relates to turbines and,
more particularly, to systems and devices for reducing distur-
bances and windage effects in a turbine.

Some power plant systems, for example certain nuclear,
simple cycle and combined cycle power plant systems,
employ turbines in their design and operation. Some of these
turbines (e.g., steam turbines, gas turbines, etc.) include com-
ponents which are exposed to a flow of working fluid during
operation. As the working fluid flows through the turbine,
features and/or interrupted surfaces on some components
(e.g., apertures, counterbores, etc.) disrupt the working fluid
creating drag and noise (i.e., windage effects) which reduce
turbine efficiency and may increase the operating temperature
of'surrounding components. Some systems use jam nuts to fill
counterbores which streamline component surfaces and thus
reduce the effect these features have on the working fluid
flow. During installation, bolts with extra threading are
installed in counterbore holes of the turbine, this extra thread-
ing is machined to connect to and retain a complementary jam
nut within the counterbore hole. Once the bolt is installed, the
jam nut is threaded onto the end of the bolt via the extra
threading such that the jam nut fills the counterbore opening,
thereby reducing disturbances, heat-up, and power losses
associated with the counterbore. However, these jam nuts
may complicate turbine maintenance, require additional tool-
ing, apply extra weight and stress to the bolts during opera-
tion, and must be anti-rotated, often by semi-permanent
methods (staking).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Systems and devices adapted to reduce disturbances and
windage effects in a turbine during operation are disclosed. In
one embodiment, a cap includes: a body portion having a
shape complementary to an aperture in a turbine component,
the body portion including an external surface which substan-
tially covers the aperture; and a cap groove formed in a
circumferential surface of the body portion, the cap groove
configured to substantially align with a component groove
formed in the aperture.

A first aspect of the disclosure provides a cap including: a
body portion having a shape complementary to an aperture in
a turbine component, the body portion including an external
surface which substantially covers the aperture; and a cap
groove formed in a circumferential surface of the body por-
tion, the cap groove configured to substantially align with a
component groove formed in the aperture.

A second aspect provides a turbine including: a stator; a
working fluid passage substantially surrounded by the stator;
aturbine component configured radially inboard of the stator
and having a flow surface contacted by the working fluid
passage, the flow surface defining an aperture; and a cap
disposed within the aperture, the cap including: a body por-
tion having a shape complementary to the aperture in the
turbine component, the body portion including an external
surface which substantially covers the aperture; and a cap
groove formed in a circumferential surface of the body por-
tion, the cap groove configured to substantially align with a
component groove formed in the aperture.

A third aspect provides a system including: a cap includ-
ing: a body portion having a shape complementary to an
aperture in a turbine component, the body portion including
an external surface which substantially covers the aperture;
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and a cap groove formed in a circumferential surface of the
body portion, the cap groove configured to substantially align
with a component groove formed in the aperture; and a ring
disposed substantially about the body portion and extending
into the cap groove.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of this invention will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description of
the various aspects of the invention taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings that depict various embodiments
of the invention, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 shows a three-dimensional perspective exploded
view of a portion of a cap system according to an embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 3 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 5 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 6 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 shows a cross-sectional perspective view of a por-
tion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 9 shows a three-dimensional perspective view of a
portion of a turbine according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 10 shows a schematic block diagram illustrating por-
tions of a combined cycle power plant system according to
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 11 shows a schematic block diagram illustrating por-
tions of a single-shaft combined cycle power plant system
according to embodiments of the invention.

It is noted that the drawings of the disclosure are not nec-
essarily to scale. The drawings are intended to depict only
typical aspects of the disclosure, and therefore should not be
considered as limiting the scope of the disclosure. It is under-
stood that elements similarly numbered between the FIG-
URES may be substantially similar as described with refer-
ence to one another. Further, in embodiments shown and
described with reference to FIGS. 1-11, like numbering may
represent like elements. Redundant explanation of these ele-
ments has been omitted for clarity. Finally, it is understood
that the components of FIGS. 1-11 and their accompanying
descriptions may be applied to any embodiment described
herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As indicated herein, aspects of the invention provide for
systems and devices adapted to reduce disturbances and
windage effects in a turbine during operation. The caps of
these systems are installed in apertures within the turbine at a
position which is substantially planar relative a flow surface
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of turbine components, thereby covering the aperture and
forming a substantially regular flow surface.

In the art of power generation systems (including, e.g.,
nuclear reactors, steam turbines, gas turbines, etc.), turbines
driven by high temperature fluids (e.g., gas, steam, etc.) are
often employed as part of the system. Some turbines include
components with interrupted surfaces such as apertures and
counterbores which are exposed to the working fluid flow and
may cause disturbances, power loss, fluid heating, or other
undesirable windage effects in the turbine. These distur-
bances and windage effects may reduce turbine efficiency and
form thermal gradients within the turbine which may damage
turbine components.

Embodiments of the current invention provide for systems
and devices adapted to reduce disturbances and windage
effects in turbines by using a cap to substantially cover and/or
seal apertures in turbine components. The cap covers the
aperture, forming a planar surface relative a flow surface of
the component and shielding the working fluid flow from
contacting irregular surfaces of and/or within the aperture.
The cap is retained within the aperture via a ring which
extends into a cap groove in the cap and a component groove
formed in a surface of the turbine component which defines
the aperture, thereby forming a more regular flowpath surface
for the working fluid. During operation, the cap reduces wind-
age losses in the working fluid flow which prevents the for-
mation of unneccesary heat-up of the working fluid and tur-
bine components in contact with the working fluid.

Turning to the FIGURES, embodiments of systems and
devices including a cap are shown, where the cap may impact
efficiency and increase the life expectancy of the turbine and
the overall power generation system by reducing windage
effects. Each of the components in the FIGURES may be
connected via conventional means, e.g., via a common con-
duit or other known means as is indicated in FIGS. 1-11.
Specifically, referring to FIG. 1, a three-dimensional perspec-
tive view of a portion of a turbine 100 including an aperture
110 is shown according to embodiments of the invention.
Aperture 110 may be formed in a flow surface 102 of turbine
100 and may include a counterbore 106 formed to receive a
bolt, nut, or like fixture. Counterbore 106 of aperture 110 may
define a component groove 112 designed to connect with a
cap system 118 (shown in FIG. 2). Turbine 100 may include
an offset feature 98 (e.g., a cut-out, a circular cut-out, a
compartment, a notch, etc.) (shown in phantom) formed in
flow surface 102 and configured to accommodate a feature of
cap system 118 (e.g., a tab 198).

Turning to FIG. 2, a three-dimensional perspective
exploded view of cap system 118 including a cap 120 and a
ring 130 is shown according to embodiments of the invention.
Cap 120 may include a body portion 122 with an external
surface 182 and a circumferential surface 180 which defines
acap groove 124 formed to complement ring 130. Cap groove
124 may be formed in circumferential surface 180 and offset
from external surface 182, extending circumferentially about
a perimeter of body portion 122. In one embodiment, cap
groove 124 may be configured to substantially align with
component groove 112 (shown in FIG. 1) of turbine 100,
thereby positioning external surface 182 substantially flush
relative to flow surface 102 (shown in FIG. 1) of turbine 100.
In another embodiment, cap groove 124 may define a set of
threads relative component groove 112, thereby enabling cap
120 to be screwed into turbine 100. In one embodiment, cap
120 may include a tab 198 formed to complement offset
feature 98 (shown in phantom in FIG. 1) in turbine 100,
thereby restricting rotational movement of cap 120 and/or cap
system 118. Tab 198 may mate with offset feature 98 to form
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an anti-rotation feature. Cap 120 may be substantially circular
and may define a notch 184 in external surface 182 which
receives a set of flanges 132 on snap ring 130. Set of flanges
132 may connect to a set of surfaces 190 of notch 124, thereby
connecting snap ring 130 to cap 120 and substantially reduc-
ing rotation of snap ring 130 about cap 120.

Turning to FIG. 3, a three-dimensional perspective view of
a portion of turbine 100 including cap system 118 disposed
within aperture 110 is shown according to embodiments of
the invention. In this embodiment, cap system 118 may
include cap 120 and ring 130 which extends circumferentially
about cap 120. At least one of cap groove 124 (shown in FIG.
2) and component groove 112 (shown in FIG. 1) may slid-
ingly receive ring 130, thereby securing a position of cap 120
in aperture 110. In one embodiment, ring 130 may extend into
cap groove 124 (shown in FIG. 2) and component groove 112
(shown in FIG. 1), thereby retaining cap 120 in aperture 110
and positioning external surface 182 substantially planar rela-
tive to flow surface 102. Cap 120 may be restricted from
circumferential rotation within aperture 110. In one embodi-
ment, component groove 112 may have a varying thickness to
reduce rotational movement of cap system 118. Notch 184
may expose set of flanges 132 on ring 130, thereby enabling
installation and removal of cap 120 and ring 130 via manipu-
lation of a position of set of flanges 132 and/or shape of ring
130. Set of flanges 132 may contact set of surfaces 190 in
notch 184, restraining rotational movement of cap system
118. In one embodiment, set of flanges 132 may be oriented
out of plane with cap groove 124, contacting cap 120 on set of
surfaces 190 and restricting circumferential motion of ring
130 about cap 120.

Turning to FIG. 4, a schematic cut-away three-dimensional
perspective view of a portion of turbine 100 is shown with a
cap system 168 disposed in aperture 110 over a bolt 140
according to embodiments. In this embodiment, a cap 182
includes a substantially continuous circumferential ridge 186
which extends about body portion 122 (shown in FIG. 2).
Circumferential ridge 186 may partially define cap groove
124 (shown in FIG. 2) and encompass bolt 140.

Turning to FIG. 5, a three-dimensional perspective view of
aportion of turbine 100 is shown including ring 130 disposed
in cap groove 124 and component groove 112 according to
embodiments of the invention. In this embodiment, ring 130
extends into component groove 112 and into a portion of cap
groove 124, securing cap 120 about bolt 140 and orienting
external surface 182 substantially planar relative flow surface
102. In one embodiment, ring 130 may partially define a
cavity 188 in cap groove 124. Cavity 188 may enablering 130
to be compressed toward cap 120 and into cap groove 124,
thereby removing ring 130 from component groove 112 and
enabling removal of cap system 118 and/or ring 130 from
turbine 100. Cavity 188 may have a dimension ‘d’ substan-
tially equivalent to a depth ‘c’ of component groove 112. In
one embodiment, bolt 140 and cap 120 may be physically
isolated relative one another (e.g., not in contact). In one
embodiment, an outer portion of cap 120 may extend beyond
an inner portion of aperture 110 (shown in FIG. 4) by a
dimension ‘0’ which creates a circular offset between cap 120
and aperture 110.

Turning to FIG. 6, a three-dimensional perspective view of
aportion of turbine 100 is shown including ring 130 disposed
in cap groove 124 (shown in phantom) according to embodi-
ments of the invention. In this embodiment, ring 130 extends
into notch 184 and into a portion of cap groove 124, securing
cap 120 about bolt 140 (shown in FIG. 5) and orienting
external surface 182 substantially planar relative flow surface
102. A flange 132 extends into notch 184, flange 132 may
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enable adjustment and/or constriction of ring 130. An opera-
tor or device may apply a force to flange 132, pressing ends
together until ring 130 is within cap groove 124 for installa-
tion and removal processes. In one embodiment, as shown in
FIG. 7, flange 132 may be oriented at an angle o out of plane
with cap groove 124, thereby restricting rotation of ring 130
about cap groove 124. In one embodiment, displacement of
flange 132 by angle « restricts circumferential movement by
contacting set of surfaces 190. Flange 132 may be bent at our
about a level of cap groove 124.

Turning to FIG. 8, a three-dimensional perspective view of
a portion of a turbine 800 is shown including a portion of a
hoop cover 880 which covers an aperture 810 and a flow
surface 802 of turbine 800. In an embodiment, hoop cover
880 covers an entirety of flow surface 802 and/or cap 120.
Hoop cover 880 may be axi-symmetric and may form a full
hoop plate (e.g., a plate about a circumference of turbine 800)
about a portion of turbine 800. In one embodiment, hoop
cover 880 may include a set of counter-sunk bolts 830 (e.g.,
screws, shoulder bolts, pins, etc.) disposed proximate to aper-
ture 810 and configured to connect to turbine 800 in order to
restrain hoop cover 880 from axial and/or circumferential
movement. Turbine 800 may include a rabbet 820 configured
to slidingly receive a flange 882 of hoop cover 880, and
thereby restrict radial movement of hoop cover 880. In one
embodiment, hoop cover 880 may be secured in turbine 800
via a set of shoulder bolts. Hoop cover 880 may form a
substantially continuous surface over flow surface 802 and/or
aperture 810.

Turning to FIG. 9, a three-dimensional perspective view of
a portion of a turbine 700 is shown including a threaded cap
890 disposed within an aperture 710 of turbine 700. In an
embodiment, threaded cap 890 may be configured substan-
tially planar relative a flow surface 702 of turbine 700. In one
embodiment, threaded cap 890 may be screwed onto bolt
system 140 (shown in FIGS. 4-5) via a first set of threads in
threaded cap 890 configured to complement/matingly receive
a second set of threads formed on bolt system 140. In one
embodiment, following threading of threaded cap 890 onto
bolt system 140, a set of stake portions 892 in threaded cap
890 may be staked to aperture 710 and/or bolt system 140 to
keep threaded cap 890 from rotating about bolt system 140. In
one embodiment, threaded cap 890 may included a recessed
portion 898 configured to receive a portion of turbine 700
which may extend into aperture 710 as a result of a staking
operation.

Turning to FIG. 10, a schematic view of portions of a
multi-shaft combined cycle power plant 900 is shown. Com-
bined cycle power plant 900 may include, for example, a gas
turbine 902 operably connected to a generator 908. Generator
908 and gas turbine 902 may be mechanically coupled by a
shaft 907, which may transfer energy between a drive shaft
(not shown) of gas turbine 902 and generator 908. Also shown
in FIG. 10 is a heat exchanger 904 operably connected to gas
turbine 902 and a steam turbine 906. Heat exchanger 904 may
be fluidly connected to both gas turbine 902 and a steam
turbine 906 via conventional conduits (numbering omitted).
Gas turbine 902 and/or steam turbine 906 may include cap
system 118 of FIG. 2 or other embodiments described herein.
Heat exchanger 904 may be a conventional heat recovery
steam generator (HRSG), such as those used in conventional
combined cycle power systems. As is known in the art of
power generation, HRSG 904 may use hot exhaust from gas
turbine 902, combined with a water supply, to create steam
which is fed to steam turbine 906. Steam turbine 906 may
optionally be coupled to a second generator system 908 (via
a second shaft 907). It is understood that generators 908 and
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shafts 907 may be of any size or type known in the art and may
differ depending upon their application or the system to
which they are connected. Common numbering of the gen-
erators and shafts is for clarity and does not necessarily sug-
gest these generators or shafts are identical. In another
embodiment, shown in FIG. 11, a single shaft combined cycle
power plant 990 may include a single generator 908 coupled
to both gas turbine 902 and steam turbine 906 via a single
shaft 907. Steam turbine 906 and/or gas turbine 902 may
include cap system 118 of FIG. 2 or other embodiments
described herein.

The caps and systems of the present disclosure are not
limited to any one particular turbine, power generation sys-
tem or other system, and may be used with other power
generation systems and/or systems (e.g., combined cycle,
simple cycle, nuclear reactor, etc.). Additionally, the caps and
systems of the present invention may be used with other
systems not described herein that may benefit from the shield-
ing, efficiency, ease of installation and windage effect reduc-
ing described herein.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not difter from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal languages of
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A cap comprising:

a body portion having a shape complementary to an aper-
ture in a turbine component, the body portion including
an external surface which substantially covers the aper-
ture; and

a cap groove formed in a circumferential surface of the
body portion, the cap groove configured to substantially
align with a component groove formed in the aperture,
wherein the cap groove is further configured to position
the external surface substantially flush relative the flow
surface of the turbine component.

2. The cap of claim 1, wherein the cap groove extends

circumferentially about a perimeter of the body portion.

3. The cap of claim 1, wherein the cap is substantially

circular.

4. The cap of claim 1, wherein the external surface is

substantially planar.

5. The cap of claim 1, further comprising a notch defined in

the body portion through a portion of the external surface.

6. The cap of claim 1, further comprising a tab extending

from the body portion, the tab configured to complement a
feature of the turbine component.
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7. A turbine, comprising:
a stator;
a working fluid passage substantially surrounded by the
stator;

a turbine component configured radially inboard of the
stator and having a flow surface contacted by the work-
ing fluid passage, the flow surface defining an aperture;
and

a cap disposed within the aperture, the cap including:

a body portion having a shape complementary to the
aperture in the turbine component, the body portion
including an external surface which substantially cov-
ers the aperture; and

a cap groove formed in a circumferential surface of the
body portion, the cap groove configured to substan-
tially align with a component groove formed in the
aperture.

8. The turbine of claim 7, wherein the cap groove extends
circumferentially about a perimeter of the body portion.

9. The turbine of claim 7, wherein the cap groove is further
configured to position the external surface substantially flush
relative to the flow surface of the turbine component.

10. The turbine of claim 7, further comprising a notch
defined in the body portion through a portion of the external
surface.

11. The turbine of claim 7, wherein the body portion further
includes a tab extending from the body portion, the tab con-
figured to complement a feature of the turbine component.

12. The turbine of claim 7, further comprising:

a component groove formed in the aperture; and
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a ring disposed substantially about the body portion and

extending into the cap groove and component groove.

13. The turbine of claim 12, wherein the ring is configured
to position the external surface substantially flush relative to
the flow surface of the turbine component.

14. A system comprising:

a cap including:

a body portion having a shape complementary to an
aperture in a turbine component, the body portion
including an external surface which substantially cov-
ers the aperture; and

a cap groove formed in a circumferential surface of the
body portion, the cap groove configured to substan-
tially align with a component groove formed in the
aperture; and

a ring disposed substantially about the body portion in
the cap groove,

wherein the cap groove is further configured to position
the external surface substantially flush relative the
flow surface of the turbine component.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the cap groove extends
circumferentially about a perimeter of the body portion.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the ring is configured
to position the external surface substantially flush relative to
the flow surface of the turbine component.

17. The system of claim 14, further comprising a notch
defined in the body portion through a portion of the external
surface.

18. The system of claim 14, wherein the external surface is
substantially planar.



